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HOLY DAYS – February 2007 

Candlemas - Christian celebration of the 
tion of young Jesus in the temple to the aged 
 New beginnings are recognized. Candles are 
 

Imbolc - Wicca reflection on the power 
ds from which physical and spiritual harvest will 

Tu B'shvat - Jewish celebration of the coming of 
y preparation of foods native to Israel.  

Four Chaplains Sunday - Interfaith 
oration of the event in World War II when four 

s of Jewish and Christian traditions (Catholic and 
t) gave their life jackets to others as a troop ship 

he Atlantic Ocean 

Meatfare - Orthodox Christian observance, two 
efore the start of the Great Lent, preparing the 
or the celebration of the resurrection of Christ. 
e last day for eating of meat before the Great 

St. Valentines Day - Christian  

Nirvana Day ** - Buddhist regional observance 
ath of the Buddha 

Maha Shivaratri ** - Hindu feast in honor of Lord
d his marriage to Goddess Parvati.  

Transfiguration Sunday - Christian  
Chinese New Year - Confucian/Daoist/Buddhist  
 
Clean Monday (Lent begins) - Orthodox 
Christian  

Shrove Tuesday - Christian  

Ash Wednesday (Lent begins) - Christian  

Sunday of Orthodoxy - Orthodox Christian  



 
 

- Both Catholic and Protestant Religious Education classes for children continue on 
Sunday mornings aboard NPS. Please contact the Chaplains’ Office for more 
information on time and locations. 

- The La Mesa Women’s Bible Study meets every at the La Mesa Community 
Center. They are always welcoming of new individuals. For more information, 
contact the Chaplain Office – 656-2241 

- The Officer’s Christian Fellowship meets on Thursdays at 1830 (6:30 PM) at the 
La Mesa Community Center. Feel free to stop by for time for prayer, fellowship, 
small group study and light refreshments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent 
 

Wednesday, 21 February marks the Christian beginning of the 40 day period of 
penance and preparation for Easter called Lent. The Command Religious Program has 
scheduled several special ceremonies to mark this period: 
~ There will be an ecumenical Ash Wednesday service in St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel, 
Bldg. 300, at 1205 on Ash Wednesday. This will be immediately followed by a Catholic 
Eucharist. A Catholic Ash Wednesday Mass and service will also be celebrated at 1730 
that evening in the same chapel. 
~ Roman Catholic Stations of the Cross will be celebrated on Fridays during Lent at 
1730 in the St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel, followed by a simple meal of soup and bread. 
~ Roman Catholics are reminded that Ash Wednesday (21 Feb) and Good Friday (6 
Apr) are days of strict fast and abstinence. This means that if you are between the ages 
of 21 and 59, only one full meal may be eaten these days. Also if you are older than 13, 
no meat may be eaten. All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence when no meat can be 
consumed. 

Accident Forgiveness 
 
 

You’re driving down your local highway in the dead of winter and you see a 
patch of ice coming up. You grip the wheel and think back to driver’s ed and what Mr. 
Whatshisname taught you about curve negotiation and threshold braking. You hit the ice 
and go into a slight spin. Okay. Do you hit the brakes or not hit the brakes? Do you turn 
the wheel in the direction of the skid or in a counter-direction? Doesn’t matter. You’re 
into the guardrail and the front end of your car looks like overcooked rigatoni. 

Maybe it wasn’t your driving. Those new expensive snow tires failed to grip the 
road as they were supposed to. Maybe if that dang cell phone hadn’t rung. Why didn’t the 
highway crews get some sand or mag-chloride on the roads as they’re supposed to?  

And the insurance company is going to hang you out to dry. 
So when you go to your mailbox a few weeks later, you’re expecting a letter from 

your extortion company, and when you open it you’re expecting that there’s gonna be a 
hefty increase in your premium. 



Only there’s not. The letter inexplicably says something like: “Gee, sorry you had 
an accident. Well, they do happen. No worries, though. We’re keeping your premium the 
same. Just be more careful next time.”  

Good news? You bet.  
That’s exactly what many auto insurance companies are doing these days. It’s 

called “accident forgiveness” and it’s the hottest marketing tool in the industry. If you 
have a new policy or a clean driving record for an extended period before any “at-fault” 
accident (meaning that you hit someone or something and not vice versa), that fender 

bender probably won’t cost you a big hit on your insurance bill. 
As far as they’re concerned, it never happened … at least this 
once. 

Accidents do happen out there on the road and the 
assurance of insurance is a good thing. It’s a relief to get 
forgiveness when we probably don’t deserve it. If a big 
impersonal insurance company can offer grace, imagine what 
kind of grace God offers when we have a moral crash?  

First we need to get clear about what forgiveness means. 
In their book The Faces of Forgiveness, LeRon Shults and 
Steven Sandage identify at least two different ways that we can 

define it. One definition is “forensic” or “legal” forgiveness — the kind that your 
insurance company wants to give you, or the kind that involves having a debt erased. 
This kind of forgiveness is a “transaction … in which one party agrees not to exact what 
the law requires.” This kind of forgiveness is situational and may be limited to one 
particular incident. Your insurance company forgives your momentary lapse in driving 
skill, for example, and won’t raise your rates — this time. Legal forgiveness can often 
only be a one-shot deal.  

A second definition of forgiveness connects it with a therapeutic benefit. 
Forgiveness in this sense is a process by which the offended party is motivated to become 
“less vengeful and avoidant and more benevolent” toward the wrongdoer. Forgiveness in 
this context does not condone the offense or forget about it. Forgiveness is about 
releasing claim over the offender and moving forward in another direction. This kind of 
forgiveness, like the legal definition, is also limited. It doesn’t necessarily bring about 
reconciliation and restoration of a broken relationship. That requires a whole different 
level of forgiveness. 

Your insurance company has a long memory when it comes to your last patch of 
ice. The beginning of Lent is the perfect time to knock out the dings and dents we’ve 
received as the result of our reckless living. It’s a time to humbly place God in the 
driver’s seat and to work on the disciplines that help us grow in our relationship with 
God. It is a time for confession, for repentance, for asking God to redeem us. It is also the 
time to offer God’s redemptive forgiveness to others as we “sing aloud of [God’s] 
deliverance” in our own lives. 

God’s grace is not a one-shot deal but an offer of lifelong salvation. Is there any 
better news you can get than that? 


